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VICTORIA FISH AND GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 

 

50 YARD RANGE RULES 
 

This range is approved for calibers up to 7.62x39MM – See 

approved Calibre Listing 

 The maximum shooting distance is 50 yards. 

 

1. These rules are in addition to the VFGPA General Range Rules and must be read in conjunction with those Safety Rules. 

Sanctioned events and activities under the supervision of an RSO may have variations.  

 

MEMBERSHIP CARD/DAY PASS AND SIGN IN 

2. When on the property, you must have your Membership Card or Day Pass displayed at all times.  Anyone found using 

the property without a membership card or a day pass will be required to leave the property immediately.  All members 

and guest must sign in at the Ranges sign in table indicating their time of member number, name, time of entry and the 

firing position they will be using.  They must all sign out on departure from the range.   

 

RANGE SAFETY OFFICERS/ACTING RANGE SAFETY OFFICERS 

3.  AT ALL TIMES, A RANGE SAFETY OFFICER OR ACTING RANGE SAFETY OFFICER MUST BE APPOINTED, VISIBLE AND IN 

CONTROL OF THIS RANGE AND FIRING LINE. 

Range Safety Officers (RSOs) are formally trained volunteers that are identified by red vests, red shirts and red hats with 

“RSO” emblazoned on them.  They are present based on a volunteer schedule as available. 

Acting Range Safety Officers (ARSOs) are paid members of the Association who have completed the Orientation Training 

program.  If no RSO is present, then one of the members present on the range must assume the ARSO role, wear the 

identifying orange armband, and control the safe operation of the range.  They may also shoot, but at all times, remain 

responsible for the safety of the firing line.   ARSOs are generally members with more experience and who are 

comfortable in that role.  

THERE MUST ALWAYS BE EITHER AN RSO OR ARSO RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FIRING LINE FOR ANY SHOOTING TO TAKE 

PLACE.   
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OPEN FIRE/CEASE FIRE PROCEDURES 

4.  There is a large sign detailing these procedures located next to the microphone centrally to the range.  All open 

fire/cease fire procedures are to be conducted using the ranges public address system.  Range procedures are as follows: 

MOVE RANGE TO HOT STATUS (OPEN FIRE) 

- CONFIRM DOWNRANGE IS CLEAR, US PA WARN ALL SHOOTERS THAT RANGE IS GOING LIVE 

- CHANGE FLAG/LIGHT TO RED AND PRESS PA BUZZER 

- ANNOUNCE “RANGE IS LIVE” 3 TIMES 

- ANNOUNCE “SHOOTERS MAY OPEN FIRE AT WILL” 

- CONFIRM DURATION OF SERIAL UNTIL NEXT CEASE FIRE (# OF MINS) 

- MONITOR FIRING LINE AND DOWNRANGE TO ENSURE SAFE OPERATION 

MOVE RANGE TO COLD STATUS (CEASE FIRE) 

- PRESS PA BUZZER AND ANNOUNCE “CEASE FIRE” 3 TIMES 

- ANNOUNCE “UNLOAD AND CLEAR ALL FIREARMS, CHAMBER FLAGS IN, STEP AWAY FROM THE LINE WHEN 

CLEAR” 

- ONCE LINE IS CLEAR, CHANGE LIGHT/FLAG TO GREEN 

- ANNOUNCE “LINE IS SAFE, SHOOTERS MAY MOVE FORWARD TO SERVICE TARGETS” 

- REMIND EVERYONE THAT NO FIREARMS ARE TO BE HANDLED AT ANYTIME WHEN RANGE IS GREEN 

- CONFIRM DURATION OF CEASEFIRE (# MINS) 

 

CEASEFIRE  

5.  Ceasefires are called to allow shooters to venture safely downrange to set up. The timing of each ceasefire is 

controlled by the RSO/ARSO and is generally mutually decided between the shooters present. If the range is busy the 

20/10-ceasefire system is preferred (20 minutes of shooting followed by 10 minutes of ceasefire, then 20 minutes of 

shooting, followed by 10 minutes of ceasefire, etc.) 

 When a cease-fire is called, ALL shooters will carry out the following actions:  

a. All firearms will be completely unloaded, all ammo and magazines removed, actions opened, chamber flags inserted 

and either placed on the shooting table muzzle pointing down range, or in the racks at the rear of the range. Handguns 

may be holstered if you are holster trained/certified.  

b. The handling of all firearms is prohibited during a cease-fire.  

 

 

 

 

RANGE FLAG/LIGHT SYSTEM 
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6. The ‘Range Safety Flag/Light System’ procedure MUST be followed during all range use:  

a. RED FLAG/RED LIGHT - Range is in use (HOT).  Red Flag is VISIBLE mounted in holder, Red light is ON.  It is  

safe to fire at targets down range.  

b. GREEN FLAG/GREEN LIGHT - Range is SAFE; Firearms are unloaded, actions open, chamber flags in on shooting table 

or placed in the racks at rear of range.  Once directed by the RSO/ARSO, It is safe to move forward of the firing line to 

change Targets on the range.  

c. ONLY when a cease-fire is called and all firearms are proven safe can the Range Safety Flag/Light be changed to GREEN, 

and only under the specific direction of the RSO/ARSO and when the flag is GREEN can shooters move forward of the 

designated firing line.   

 

USE OF HOLSTERS 

7. If using a holster, you must be holster trained and have your Holster Certification card with you at all times and present 

it to RSO/ARSO or staff on demand. 

 

HANDLING OF FIREARMS 

8.  ABSOLUTELY NO HANDLING OF FIREARMS WHILE RANGE IS GREEN (GREEN LIGHT/GREEN FLAG).  This includes 
uncasing firearms or removing from a holster.   

Firearms may only be loaded and unloaded at the firing line (i.e., at the wooden shooting bench) once the range has 
gone live (Red Flag/Red Light). 

 

FIRING LINE/ADMIN AREA   

9.  The FIRING LINE for this range is defined as the front edge of the concrete slab.  Personnel may only move forward of 

the firing line under the strict direction of the RSO/ARSO while the range is in Cease Fire status. 

Use only the WOODEN SHOOTING TABLES for shooting.   

 

TARGETS 

10. Targets are to be paper and may not depict a human figure (exceptions for Registered PPC shooters and Law 

Enforcement Rentals).   

Metal targets such as gongs and silhouettes may be engaged with lead ammo only (no steel core) and may be used at 

100 YARDS and beyond for centerfire rifle and 15 YARDS and beyond for rimfire and handguns and they must be 

reactive (swing, fall, or pivot when struck) to prevent bullet backsplash.  They are NEVER to be placed on the ground and 

must be affixed to approved target frames.  All personal metal targets must be pre-approved by the Caretaker or Range 

Safety Officer prior to use on this range.  If not inspected by a Caretaker or Range Safety Officer and approved, they 

CANNOT be used.  Shooting at target frames, bottles, cans, spent casings or anything else placed on ground is prohibited.  

No shooting of wildlife on the range at anytime. 
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FOG/MIST  

11. Our ranges are at the top of the Malahat and are subject to changing weather conditions, which often include fog.  

The rules of safe shooting dictate that you MUST be able to see where your bullet will land (not just the target you are 

shooting at).  This is to ensure that any wildlife (deer, bears, etc.) or people that may enter the range do not get 

accidently shot.  If fog rolls in, and you cannot see the backstop of the range clearly, you must STOP shooting and wait 

until it dissipates.  

 

UNCONTROLLED/RAPID FIRE 

12. Rapid fire and uncontrolled fire is NOT permitted on this range. All shots must be directed at a  

target, and all fire must be sighted (i.e. No ‘hip shooting’ or similar). 

 

RANGE CLEAN UP 

13. Please leave the range cleaner than you found it.  When finished shooting:  

a. pick up spent casings and ejected/unfired ammunition – brass casings go into the brass  

buckets, steel and shotgun casings go into the garbage containers, take unfired  

ammunition home or put it into the DUD container provided;  

b. clean up targets and debris from your targets.  

c.  sweep your area of use using the provided brooms 

d.  Sign out at the sign in table 


